
 

 

 

Paris, Tuesday 16th February 2016 

 

To Mayor Suh Byung soo, Mayor of Busan Metropolitan City: 

We are all active in the film cultures or film industries of our countries, and we have 
watched the growing conflicts between your city and the film festival with mounting 
concern.  

In just twenty years, the first nineteen of them completely free from political interference, 
BIFF has become not only a source of pride to the people of Busan but also a key institution 
for the film industries of Korea and its Asian neighbors. BIFF is now a world-famous event, 
and a magnet for film people from all over the globe. One key reason that it has achieved so 
much so quickly is that it has maintained its independence and championed freedom of 
expression.  We applaud the festival’s determination to screen films of all kinds and its 
commitment to debate and the free exchange of views and opinions.  

Our concern leads us to call on you and the city and not to damage the festival or its 
independence, and to stop applying political pressure to the festival’s leaders and 
programmers. The events of the past year not only threaten that independence but also put 
the entire future of BIFF at risk. We have been impressed by Mr Lee Yong-kwan’s 
directorship of the festival, and we see no valid reason for him to resign. We also deplore 
the fact that what seem like dubious legal issues have been brought into the issue. 

All of us want to see BIFF continue to grow and prosper, with the team that has led the 
festival in recent years remaining in place.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Thierry Frémaux 

General Delegate 

 



NO NAME COUNTRY JOB TITLE ORGANIZATION

1 Thierry FRÉMAUX France general delegate Festival de Cannes

2 Alberto BARBERA Italy festival director Venice Film Festival

3 Anderson LE US director of programming Hawaii International Film Festival

4 Anke LEWEKE Germany programmer Berlin International Film Festival

5 ATSUMI Shiho (渥美志保) Japan freelance writer N/A

6 B. Ruby RICH US editor Film Quarterly

7 Bastian MEIRESONNE France programmer Festival des cinemas d’ Asie de Vesoul

8 Bero BEYER Netherlands festival director International Film Festival Rotterdam

9 Carole SCOTTA France CEO, producer Haut et Court

10 Charles TESSON France délégué général Festival de Cannes - La Semaine de la Critique

11 Chris BERRY UK professor King's College London

12 Chris FUJIWARA US film critic N/A

13 Christian JEUNE France deputy general delegate Festival de Cannes

14 Christoph TERHECHTE Germany head of Berlinale Forum Berlin International Film Festival

15 Dina IORDANOVA UK professor University of St. Andrews

16 Doris HEGNER Germany program coordinator film Haus der Kulturen der Welt / HKW 

17 Dudley ANDREW US professor Yale University

18 Edouard WAINTROP Switzerland chief programmer Festival de Cannes - Directors Fortnight

19 Edward Delos Santos CABAGNOT Philippines film critic N/A

20 Frédéric BOYER France artistic director Tribeca Film Festival 

21 FUJIOKA Asako Japan board member Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival

22 FUJIYAMA Kenichiro (藤山顕一郎) Japan filmmaker, president, member Opus Seven Ltd., Directors Guild of Japan

23 Ger ZIELINSKI professor

24 Gerwin TAMSMA Netherlands programmer International Film Festival Rotterdam

25 Gina MARCHETTI US professor University of Hong Kong

26 Giona A. NAZZARO Italy general delegate Venice International Film Critic's Week

27 Gulnara ABIKEYEVA Kazakhstan president Association of Kazakh Film Critics

28 HAMA Haruka Japan director of Tokyo Office Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival

29 HAYASHI Kanako Japan festival director Tokyo FILMeX

30 HIRASAWA Sho Japan CEO, producer Eterna Pictures Limited

31 HOSOYA Shuhei Japan art, media researcher N/A

32 ICHIYAMA Shozo Japan program director Tokyo FILMeX

33 IMAI Fumihiro (今井文寛) Japan filmmaker N/A

34 ISOMI Toshihiro (磯見俊裕) Japan production designer TRANSFORMER,INC

35 Jacques RANCIÈRE France philosopher, professor European Graduate School

36 Jane YU Taiwan director Book Meets Film Forum

37 Jarod NEECE US producer, senior programmer SXSW

38 Jean-Michel FRODON France film critic, professor Political Science Intitute, Parias and, Saint Andrews University

39 Jennifer JAO Taiwan director Taipei Film Commission

40 Jérôme BARON France executive & artistic director Festival des 3 Continents

41 KANA Tomoko Japan filmmaker Horizon Features

42 Karen SEVERNS US film lecturer Waseda and Geidai Universities

43 KATSUHIRO Kusakabe Japan staff member Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival

44 Kay ARMATAGE Canada former TIFF programmer, professor emerita University of Toronto

45 Kent JONES US director New York Film Festival
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46 Laurence HERSZBERG France directrice générale Forum des images

47 Luciano BARISONE Italy director Visions du Réel

48 MAEDA Yoshiko (前田良子) Japan film support service manager Promotion Department, JTB Corporate Sales Inc.

49 Maike mia HÖHNE Germany curator Berlin International Film Festival

50 Mark COUSINS UK filmmaker, professor N/A

51 MATSUBAYASHI Yoju Japan filmmaker 3 JoMa Film 

52 MATSUKAWA Yuma Japan N/A BEARS corp., Japan Kaleidoscope Museum

53 MATSUMOTO Kazuhisa Japan producer D-Atelier Inc

54 MATSUMOTO Masamichi Japan director The Film School of Tokyo

55 MIBU Tomohiro (壬生智裕) Japan freelance writer N/A

56 MIZUKAMI Kenji (水上賢治) Japan film critic N/A

57 MORI Koichi Japan partner KiSMet Productions

58 MORIMOTO Hidetoshi (森本英利) Japan secretary general PIA Film Festival

59 Mostofa Sarwar FAROOKI Bangladesh filmmaker N/A

60 MURAKAMI Kosuke Japan writer N/A

61 NAKAI Yoko Japan staff member Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival

62 NAKAMURA Takayuki Japan filmmaker N/A

63 NAKAYAMA Harumi Japan cinema journalist N/A

64 Nashen MOODLEY Australia festival director Sydney Film Festival 

65 Nicole BRENEZ France professor University of Paris III - Sorbonne Nouvelle

66 NOBUYUKI Kikuchi (菊池信之) Japan freelance N/A

67 OCHIAI Hitomi Japan staff member Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival

68 OGAWA Naoto (小川直人) Japan curator Sendai Mediatheque

69 OKUBO Ken Japan film critic, professor Tama Art University

70 ONDA Yasuko Japan journalist N/A

71 OOHARA Tokio Japan filmmaker N/A

72 OTA Shingo (太田信吾) Japan filmmaker, actor Midnight Call Production

73 OTSUKA Yuichiro (大塚雄一郎) Japan d.o.p N/A

74 Philip CHEAH Singapore vice president NETPAC (The Network for the Promotion of Asian Cinema)

75 Piers HANDLING Canada festival director Toronto International Film Festival 

76 Raymond BELLOUR France emeritus research professor Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS)

77 Richard PORTON US editor Cineaste Magazine 

78 Sabrina Baracetti Italy festival director Udine Far East Film Festival 

79 SAITO Atsuko (齋藤敦子) Japan film critic N/A

80 SAITO Hiroaki Japan journalist N/A

81 SAKAGAMI Kaori Japan filmmaker, chairman out of frame (outofframe.org)

82 SASAKI Fumi (佐々木) Japan reporter Weekly Magazine

83 SATO Tadao Japan president Japan Institute of the Moving Image 

84 SATO Yuu (佐藤 結) Japan freelancer, screenwriter N/A

85 Simon FIELD UK former festival director International Film Festival Rotterdam

86 Sitora ALIEVA Russia program director Sochi Film Festival 

87 Stefan LAUDYN Poland festival director Warsaw Film Festival 

88 SUZUKI Ayako Japan staff member Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival

89 TAJIMA Riana Japan producer T2.Company 

90 TAKAHASHI Takuya Japan festival director Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival

91 TAKEHIRO Sakai Japan filmmaker Dokuritsu Eiga Nabe (Independent Cinema Guild)

92 TERASAKI Mizuho Japan film director N/A

93 TERUOKA Sozo Japan film critic, programming director Osaka Asian Film Festival

94 Thomas Bertacche Italy festival director Udine Far East Film Festival 
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95 Thomas ELSAESSER Germany professor University of Amsterdam

96 Thomas HAILER Germany curator Berlin International Film Festival

97 Tiina LOKK Estonia festival director Black Nights Film Festival

98 Tony RAYNS UK film critic N/A

99 TSUCHIYA Yutaka Japan filmmaker, co-head Dokuritsu Eiga Nabe (Independent Cinema Guild)

100 Uma DA CUNHA India editor, publisher Film India Worldwide

101 UTAGAWA Tatsuhito (歌川達人) Japan filmmaker N/A

102 Wahyuni A. HADI Thailand festival director Singapore International Film Festival

103 WASHITANI Hana Japan professor Seijo University

104 WATAI Takeharu Japan filmmaker, journalist N/A

105 Wenchi LIN Taiwan director Taiwan Film Institute 

106 Wood LIN Taiwan festival director Taiwan International Documentary Festival

107 YAMAOKA Mizuko (山岡瑞子) Japan filmmaker Dokuritsu Eiga Nabe (Independent Cinema Guild)

108 YANO Kazuyuki Japan N/A Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival

109 YASUOKA Takaharu Japan professor Japan Institute of the Moving Image 

110 YOSHIKAWA Rika Japan
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