
Rising and falling cycles of profitability in the movie industry

1890      1900              1910         1920   1930              1940       1950             1960              1970              1980             1990       2000        2010

Ed
is

on
 p

at
en

ts
 

ki
ne

to
sc

op
e

$

Tw
o-

co
lo

ur
 

tin
tin

g

So
un

d 
la

m
p 

in
ve

nt
ed

   

Si
le

nt
-m

ov
ie

 
ag

e 
en

ds

M
ul

ti-
ch

an
ne

l 
so

un
d

Ci
ne

m
as

co
pe

  
in

ve
nt

ed

Sp
ec

ia
l e

ffe
ct

s

HB
O,

 ca
bl

e 
TV

 M
ul

tip
le

xe
s

VH
S 

ta
pe

 
w

id
es

pr
ea

d

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
m

ar
ke

t 
ex

pl
od

es

 W
id

es
pr

ea
d 

ad
op

tio
n 

of
 D

VD

  N
ex

t B
ig

 Th
in

g?

 Te
ch

ni
co

lo
r

Re
el

 le
ng

th
 

do
ub

le
s

© Adam Leipzig, 2009. All rights reserved.


